A recently discovered neurotransmitter system, neuropeptide S (NPS), has been implicated in fear reactions in rodents. A frequent functional single nucleotide polymorphism in the NPS receptor gene NPSR1 is associated with panic disorder. In this article we show that NPSR1 genotype also shapes human fear responding in that NPSR1T carriers have a tendency to consciously appraise their conditioned responses as much more pronounced than homozygous carriers of the A allele, although they do not differ in peripheralphysiological responses. This 'catastrophizing' comes with hyperactivation of a brain area previously linked with conscious emotional evaluation. For more information on this topic, please refer to the article by Raczka et al. on pages 1067-1074.
